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God's Love is Forever 

Preparation:
If your context permits, a great way to involve others in this prayer is to shorten the Psalm reading and invite participants to add their own prayer of thanks based on personal experience to which the assembly can respond, 'for God's steadfast love endures forever'. 
· Reflection:
We change our computers every two to three years and our careers every five to six. Multi-storey buildings get knocked down to make way for progress, pristine eco-systems make way for tourist resorts, relationships of life-long commitment end before their time, and whole generations are growing up almost completely without any experience of permanence. Nothing, it seems today, lasts forever.
In such a world of non-permanence how are people, young or old, to believe that God's personal love for them will remain strong and constant for all eternity? Regardless of the mistakes they make along the road, regardless of the times they turn away from God, God's mercy and compassion and love will always be greater than any mistakes they could make and more permanent than anything they have known. In the words of the psalm, 'God's steadfast love endures forever.'
· Scripture:
Psalm 136 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the God of gods, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who alone does great wonders, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who by understanding made the heavens, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who spread out the earth on the waters,
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who made the great lights, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
the sun to rule over the day, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
the moon and stars to rule over the night,
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who struck Egypt through their firstborn, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
and brought Israel out from among them, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who divided the Red Sea in two, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
and made Israel pass through the midst of it, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
but overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who led his people through the wilderness, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who struck down great kings, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
and killed famous kings, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
and Og, king of Bashan, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
and gave their land as a heritage, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
a heritage to his servant Israel, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever.
It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever
and rescued us from our foes, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever;
who gives food to all flesh, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the God of heaven, 
for God's steadfast love endures forever.
· Quiet reflection time
Invite participants to take a few moments for reflection.
· Reflection song
"Strong and Constant" by Frank Andersen (CD: Eagles Wings)
· Prayer:
Close Friend and Companion God,
help us to experience the steadfastness 
of your love and compassion in our daily life,
so that together with the whole Christian community 
we may witness to the everlasting and all-surpassing nature of your love
in a society plagued by impermanence and fear of commitment.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,
the One who proclaimed the greatness of your love
by giving his own life for the world.
Amen.
Note: The Psalm text is based on the NRSV translation with one alteration: the original text of the repeated verse reads, "for his steadfast love endures forever." 
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